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Don’t forget to sign up on the reflector!! 


From the President 


As many do, | am reflecting on our first 
year as the Minnesota Amateur Radio 
Technical Society. It was an exciting 
first year culminating with our largest 
group yet at our December meeting — 32 
packed the house ... that is, the room 
for Gary’s, WODYD, great presentation 
on Oscilloscopes 101! | can’t wait to 
see how we handle it when all 50+ 
members show up at once. 


Our year started off with a great build-a- 
thon and the FYBO station in the 
parking lot in February. We also voted 
on incorporation and our first board in 
March. Throughout the year we had 
great presentations from distinguished 
members which were recorded and are 
available on our website (www.mn- 
arts.org) thanks to our webmaster, 
Jeremy, KCOLDI. Steve, NWOC, also 
kept us informed with a top-notched 
newsletter that goes out to you each 
month — past copies are also available 
on the website. Thanks to both of them 
for providing these important 
communication avenues for us. Our 
hope is to not only have great meetings, 
but to create a meaningful website that 
has many useful resources. If you have 
any creative ideas on making this 
happen, please let us know. 


We concluded the year with our second 
election in December for three board 
positions: Vice President — Larry, 
KBOR; Treasurer — Paul, NOTYE; and 
Board Member at large went to the new 
guy — Tom, WMOSS. Congratulations to 
each of them and a heartfelt thank you 
for serving the group in this capacity. 


So thank you for making this an 
awesome club to belong to — | know I've 
had a great time and | hope you have 
too. Let’s keep the excitement going in 
2013 by telling our friends about this 
group so that we can continue to 

grow. And on that note | want to wish all 
of you a Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah, and a Happy New Year to 
you and your families during this holiday 
season. If you are traveling, be safe. 
We are looking forward to an exciting 
2013. See you January 5". 


73 de chuck ka8hde dit dit 


January Presentation 


Remote Station Control — the basics of 
setting up remote control of your shack 
computer from an outside location. The 
issues involved in setting up a secure 
connection with your home PC will be 
discussed and step by step instructions 
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will be provided which will walk you 
through the process should you wish to 
add this capability to your shack. 


December 1, 2012 Meeting Minutes 


Chuck, KA8HDE, presided at 1:30. 
Introductions were made around the 
table. 


32 were in attendance. 


Minutes from the November 3, 2012 
meeting were approved. 


Treasurer's report: Paul 
Bushouse/NOTYE reports that we have 
$920 in our account. One new member 
signed up during November. 


Old Business: 


e Chuck, KA8HDE, reminded the 
group that elections were to be held 
at the meeting for the vice president, 
treasurer and board member at large 
positions. Larry Gaalaas/KBOR 
agreed to another term as vice 
president. Paul Bushouse/NOTYE 
agreed to another term as treasurer 
and Tom Kent/ WMOSS volunteered 
for the board member at large 
position. The group did not put any 
other names forth. Larry, Paul and 
Tom ran unopposed and were 
unanimously approved by all 
present. 


e Chuck, KA8HDE, requested input for 
the February meeting. He passed 
around a QRP dummy load he built 
from a Hendricks kit and the 
Hendricks SMK-2 which Les 
Bearl/NOPPF brought in last month 
was further discussed. This kit now 
comes with a chassis and a small 


add on board for additional crystals. 
Steve, NWOC, had ordered one, but 
it had not come in by the time of the 
meeting. (It has since arrived and is 
nicely packaged complete with a U 
shaped aluminum chassis as shown 
on the web site.) 


There was also some discussion 
about the Twofer kit offered by 
Hendricks, but this is now out of 
production. 


It was decided that Chuck would 
send an e-mail to the members to 
find out who wanted to order a kit. 
Orders will then be placed. 


Additionally, members can bring ina 
project of their own for the February 
meeting if they prefer. There will be 
soldering tools, good magnifiers and 
some test equipment available to 
use at the meeting for those that 
might need to use them. 


Finally, it was agreed that the group 
would operate the Minnesota QSO 
Party and make some FYBO 
contacts along with the Minnetonka 
club. We will coordinate frequencies 
with the groups operating in the 
parking lot and inside the building. 


The club has a new call sign, 
KDOTRM which will be used at our 
upcoming events. The group would 
like to get a vanity call that better 
identifies the club and Chuck, 
KA8HDE, will investigate this. There 
was no objection to paying the FCC 
fee for the call. 


Paperwork has been submitted for 


ARRL club affiliation. We hope to 
hear back soon. 
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New Business: 


Chuck, KA8HDE, asked what the 
groups interest level was in getting 
more involved in technical education 
activities in the community. Russ 
Ramierez/KOWFS, Richard 
Moore/KDOJDF, Bruno 
Bittner/KDOSKS, Steve 
Huntsman/AAOP and Jim 
Scott/WOJBS agreed to investigate 
the possibilities and report back to 
the club. We look forward to their 
comments at the next meeting. One 
suggestion made during the 
discussion was to make use of the 
digital modes since this blends 
computers and ham radio together 
which is of more interest to younger 
folks. 


Russ Ramierez,/KOWEFS offered to 
do a presentation on the various 
digital modes. Tom Kent will arrange 
a time for this. 


Next meeting will be January 5th. 


Business meeting adjourned at 2:10 
PM. 


Show & Tell 


Kurt Nordwall/KDOLKC brought in 
parts and schematic for an old time 
regenerative receiver built around a 
6BF6 tube. Kurt discussed the 
problem of how to obtain the old time 
coils and showed us his solution 
using PVC pipe that he turned on his 
lathe. A discussion ensued about 
alternative methods to building the 
coils. Kurt also brought in a couple of 
metal chassis he constructed for this 
project. He also mentioned that 


earlier in the day he had a CW 
contact with Slovinia using ~ 35 
watts. We are anxious to see how 
this retro project develops! 
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¢ Craig Johnson/AAOZZ discussed the —— whe 
Small Wonders Lab Retro AM kit 
which has been discontinued. He 
and Mert Nellis/WOUFO thought that : A 
it might make a great club project hoi | 


‘SW 4” TRANSCEIVER 


and learning experience. The 
thought was to rework the design 
and resolve some of the gain and 
modulation issues. Mert brought in 
the parts to wind a beefier 
modulation transformer and also had 
some alternative design ideas. They 
thought the idea of a low power AM 
transceiver was something many in 
the club could construct using 
manahattan style building 
techniques. This type of radio 
provides good local coverage with 
just a few watts out. They managed 
to secure two of the original kits 
which were in various stages of 
operation and wondered if anyone 
else had obtained one of the kits that 
would be willing to take part in some 
testing. 


Small Wonders Labs 


Retro AM Kit from 
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December Presentation 


Small Wonder Labs 
‘Retro-75' AM Transceiver 
ican ee GUicbods 


Gary Meyers/WODYD provided the 
group with an excellent presentation on 
the use of oscilloscopes. Gary covered 
analog as well as digital scopes along 
with a history of oscilloscope 
development. He also had several 
useful demonstrations which 
demonstrated proper setup, probe 
calibration and the difference between 
analog and digital modes. This was a 
must see presentation for anyone 


e Ralph/KCOTAY brought in a switch interested in learning how to use a 
mode supply that had an over - scope proficiently. It will be posted on 
dissipated capacitor. He was happy the club web site. Thank you Gary!!! 
to report that he is now back on the 
air. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Steve, NWOC 


Club Officers: 


President: —§ Chuck Stroud/KA8HDE 
Vice Pres: Larry Gaalaas/KBOR 
Secretary: Steve Ulrich/NWOC 
Treasurer: Paul Bushouse/NOTYE 
At Large: Tom Kent 


ka8hde79@yahoo.com 
larry@circleg.net 
ulrichs@comcast.net 
p-bushouse @bethel.edu 
tkent1952@qmail.com 
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